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Local versus National water safety rules

Sea Scouts in Denmark do not have firm rules as such. We have rules about

making rules.

There are of course some rules that must be obeyed: international treaties that 

Denmark has signed and Danish laws that must be observed.

This presentation should be read in the following order:

1. The above national/international are laid out in rule oversight document.

2. Next comes rule §24 which is special for groups with water activities.

3. Lastly comes SBS. Hear we have the rules on the left with guide lines,

comments and examples on the right. Our meaning is that each group should

think about safety, find out what is best for them and then make rules so that

things work for them.


Should one expect an 8 year old to be able to swim 200 meters? How far away is the 


rescue boat?


Do you need the same safety equipment for an evening sail tour lasting a few hours


close to land as you do when making a journey lasting all day 40 miles from land?


Buoyancy aids may be ok in daylight but are they ok at night?


Land Scouts (not being subject to law §24) have to follow set rules but Skippers on

project boats, Course leaders and Centre leaders have the power to impose their own 

rules over group rules.


There are many things that one can think of and we encourage groups too actively 


make decisions about how they work.


As they have to send a copy of their local rules to us each year we encourage them 


to use this as an opportunity to also review their rules with reference to last years 

experience.

